It's meant to be savored cver a longer period of time. We feel
that children must hear a higher vocabulary than they speak.

ROSANMA PORTER ON THE BOOKS THAT SHE AND
LYNDA PORTER, HER SISTER{N-LAW, PRODUCE

Anscortes ilustrator Lynda Porter (laft) and Bellingham author Rosanna Porter (sisters-indaw) recently won a Moonbeam
Children's Book Bronze Medal award for their sscond collaborative book in a series *Tofu Ling and the Camp Banner”
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students with special neads

Fuosanna asked Lynda to provide
a few illustrations for her book
— just o see what she could offer.

To Rosanna’s delight, Lynda’s
illustrations were the perfiect fiL.

“#Ax snon as | saw the beauty of
what she'd done, [ said, “This & it!™
Rosanna said

Turns out, it was an award-win-
ning combination, carming the
Bronze Medal in the 208 Moon-
beam Children’s Book Awards for
the duo's second self-published
sk i the Todu Ling series, “Tofu
Ling and the Carp Banner.”

The Moonbeam Awards are
conskdered one of North America’s
mast prestigious children’s liberary
awards, honoring independent or
traditinally published authors for
haooks thal, according to the Web
sile, “not only celebrale the joys of
childhood, but also help kids and
[amilics dzal with its challenges™

Awards are given in 36 calegories
covering a varety of stybes, subjects
and age groups. *“Tofu™ competed
againsi more than 1,000 submis-
shons from awthors in 32 states, five
Canadian provinces and seven other
COuntres

‘This isn't the: first time that the
duo’s books have been noticed in
the children's books community.
They've received nominations for
the annual Caldecott Children's
Book Awards, the Teacher's Choice
Award, the Boston Globe Horn
Book Award, the Amarican Institute
of Graphic Arts 5050 Book Award
and more.

The two women say their books
are distinguishable from many other

children’s books by their expansive
targel age range (birth to 11 years),
thiz length of their texis and the
refusal to “dumb down™ the lan-
FLeage.

“It's meant o be savored over
a longer period of time,” Rosanna
said. “We feel that children must
hizar a higher vocabulary than they
speak.”

In addition, each of the books
concludes with detailed educational
games and aclivities involving math,
spelling, social studies, writing and
mere that children can do with their

parents

The books are of the kind thal a
person could expect from two for-
mer teachers

Rosanna always has been inter-
ested in writing. She jokes that she
wrode her first “in-howse™ {self-pub-
lished) book at ape &

“I"ve always wrilten siories, and
even 85 8 child I've been somewhat
of a daydreamer,” Bosanna said

She pradusted from the Univer-
sity of Ackron with a degree in edu-
cation in 194, She did her honors
research project on how 1o better
teach the hows and whys of geogra-
phy to American Indian children. At
the time, she encouraged wsing lit-
erature and stories to help students
understand geographic concepls

Then she wenl on to teach ele-
mentary and secondary school for
amither six years

Through her college professors,
F.osanna was recommended for &
job with Rand McMally, publisher of
travel maps and materials, writing
eight textbooks on peography for
fourth- and 12th-grade students She
later began conducting workshops
and tried to come up with innova-
tivi: ways for educators Lo teach
geography.

Dhuring that time, she conceived
the idea of wriling a story about

BOOKS

amouse — simething that could
teach children about valuable moral
lessons and aboul geography and
other cultures The idea came when
shi was trying o fAnd ideas for writ-
ing her books

Her friends at Fand McMally
encouraged her, and she began to
formulate a story ling and defined
hier main character.

Rosanna worked on the story and
then decided to try to farm it owl o
a few publishers. Bul it bocame clear
that she would have Lo relinguish
much of the control over the book
and how it was pul topether. And
the art wouldn't be what she had in
mined.

S0 she approached Lynda, who
in 1995 was preparing Lo move bo
Belgium.

Lynida had a bachelor's degree in
art education and had been teaching
art and music 1o special education
kids Al the International School of
Brissels, Lynda was active with the
school's fine arls committes and
later, while living in England, with
the American Community School,
where her illustrations were used
in publications and sent throughout
the world.

“All of that background kind of
helped me to develop this style 1
have,” Lynda said.

Ruosanna gave few indications of
what she wanted when she senl the
manuscript for her first book, Lynda
said.

“She never does, and 1 really
appreciale that,” Lynda said The
lack of explicit instructions gave
Lymda the freadom she craved to
come up with her own vision of the
slory.

It was a vision that clicked
instanthy with FRosanna.

Lynein speneds howrs research-
ing aspects of Rosanna's sionies,
which often include references or

traditions of other cultures. Both
Rosanna and Lynda have spent
YIS OVErscas

*On the first reading (of her first
book ), you think it's a very sensitive
story abowt valwes Bul as you read
mere, you realize there are many
layers,” Lynda said.

Rosanna’s story ideas usu-
ally come: froem experiences in lifie,
including the idea for *Tofu and the
Carp Banner.” In the story, Tofu
Ling is planning o earn his coveted
green bell in a Thekwando comgeti-
tion. But a family tragedy on the eve
of the competition has him making a
tough decision.

Fosanna had been leaching Tae-
kwando classes to a group of chil-
dren who thouwght they were coming
to bearn hiow to “beat up somebody,”
she said. Instead, Rosanna said
the children learmed through the
principles of Tackwando that true
sirengih comes from respect and
responsibility.

“I can be anywhere and the ideas
hit me,” Rosanna said.

Early on, Rosanna decided o
take control of her books, setting up
hier own publishing company, Raisy-
kindier Publshing. The duo guickly
came up with two other books after
*“Tofu Ling,” using the: [ittle brown
mevise again Lo help teach chikdren
values

They recently finished publshing
their third book, *“Tofu Ling and the
Amngel.” and already are working
on & fourth, *Tofu Ling Sets Sail "
scheduled for release in the fall of
LTS

Mow that the Porers have a few
books under their belt, Rosanna
Porter has opened her publishing
company Lo other authors who are
inlerested in bringing their visions
to life.

“1 would like to give others the

same opporiunity,” she said.
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